Advocacy Sentence Stems...

What to do... What to say

Id like to see if we are sharing the same understanding of this issue.”
“l am committed to exploring where we can find agreement.”

‘Make your reasoning explicit, i.e. context from your point of view, concerns,

past experience, knowledge, etc “| came to this conclusion because...”

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



Inquiry into Assumptions...

What to do What to say

é“Can you help me understand your thinking here?” or “Can you help me
‘understand your feelings about this?”

éDraw out their reasoning. Find out as much as you can about why they are é“How does that relate to other concerns?” or “Can you share how that is
§saying what they are saying. §important to you?”

§Exp|ain your reasons for inquiring and how your inquiry relates to your own
concerns hopes, and needs.

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



More Inquiry Sentence Stems

When... You might say...

é“You may be right, but i"d like to understand more. What leads you to
Dbelieve...”

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

g‘cWhen you said , | had the impression you were feeling If
§so I’d like to understand what upset you. Is it something I’ve said or done?” ‘

You perceive a neaative reaction in vourself éThis may be more my problem than yours, but when you said :
P J y | felt . Am | misunderstanding what you said or intended?”
Others appear uninfluenceable... “Is there anything that | can say or do that would convince you otherwise?”

I don’t understands the assumptions underlying our disagreement. Would you
be willing to explore this a little further?? '

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



